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CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
General Information
A student wishing to earn an undergraduate or graduate certificate at San
Francisco State University is expected to follow University requirements
and procedures outlined herein and complete the prescribed program
requirements of the desired certificate.

Purpose of Certificate Programs
A certificate program is a coherent set of academic courses that does not
lead to a degree but focuses on a substantial area of study that may be
practically oriented toward skills and/or occupations. Such a program
is designed to meet special needs, especially those with limited time to
learn specific subjects, concepts, skills, and competencies. The award
of a certificate means the holder has completed the required courses
and related work at an acceptable level of academic accomplishment.
The certificate indicates to a prospective employer that the University
validates the particular program of study.

Acceptance to Certificate Programs
Guidelines for Acceptance to Graduate Certificate
Programs
Admission to Post-Baccalaureate Status

• Admission to a certificate program requires a bachelor’s degree from
an accredited institution, with a major in the appropriate field(s) of
study, as well as a grade point average of 3.0 or better in the last 60
semester units (90 quarter units) completed. If the major is not in
a related field of study, the department offering the certificate may
require the student to take additional courses prior to admission.

• A student who is already enrolled in the University as a post-
baccalaureate student (i.e., pursuing a graduate degree, a credential
program, or in unclassified status) may apply to a certificate program.

• A student who is interested in pursuing a certificate program
may apply to the University as a post-baccalaureate classified
student. Note: It is recommended that the student seek admission, if
appropriate, to a degree program within the sponsoring department
so that graduate units taken may be considered, where permitted, for
later application towards a degree. No more than 12 units taken as
an unclassified student may be applied toward the requirements for a
graduate degree.

Acceptance to Certificate Program
A student enrolled or eligible to enroll in the University as a post-
baccalaureate level student must contact the program offering the
desired certificate to complete any prescribed requirements for
acceptance to that program. Such requirements and procedures may
include a supplementary application, a defined set of prerequisite
courses, a designated GPA, written recommendations, etc., as may be
appropriate for the program in question.

Basic University Certificate Program
Requirements
The University requirements listed below are considered a minimum and
the academic department offering the program may impose additional or
higher requirements for specific certificate program(s). See the specific
presentation in the Academic Programs section of this Bulletin or contact
the department offering the certificate for further information.

Basic University Undergraduate Certificate Program
Requirements

• Every student in an undergraduate certificate program must complete
a minimum of 12-semester units in the certificate. See specific
program requirements.

• At least one-half of the required minimum number of units must be
taken in residence. Credit by examination is permitted in accordance
with established University regulations.

• The coursework used to satisfy the requirements of an undergraduate
certificate must be completed with a cumulative GPA of 2.0 (C) or
better.

• Before completing an undergraduate certificate program, all students
must demonstrate an appropriate level of writing competency as
prescribed by the program area offering the certificate (see program
requirements).

• All courses for meeting the requirements of a certificate may be
used, as appropriate, simultaneously to meet requirements in general
education, credentials, or complementary studies.

• There is normally no statutory period for units required for an
undergraduate certificate at SF State. However, if any course
required for the certificate was taken more than seven years prior to
graduation, then departments and programs may require students to
retake that course or demonstrate currency in that subject. Consult
with the department for more information.

Basic University Graduate Certificate Program
Requirements

• Every student in a graduate certificate program must complete a
minimum common core of coursework (i.e., required of all students)
consisting of at least 9-semester units. See specific program
requirements.

• At least two-thirds of the course units for the certificate must be
taken in residence. Units earned through extension, including Open
University enrollment, are not considered as work in residence.

• Curriculum requirements must be met explicitly without the use of
waivers and substitutions.

• At least two-thirds of the required units for a certificate program must
be graded on an A-F basis.

• At least two-thirds of the course units used to meet the requirements
for the certificate must have been taken while in post-baccalaureate
status. Coursework taken prior to acceptance in the certificate
program may not be used to meet program requirements, except in
unusual circumstances. Approval must be granted before starting the
certificate program.

• The coursework used to satisfy the requirements for a graduate
certificate must be completed with a cumulative GPA of 3.0 (B) or
better, and only courses completed with a grade of C or better may be
used to meet program requirements.

• Before completing a graduate certificate program, all students
must demonstrate an appropriate level of writing competency as
prescribed by the program area offering the certificate (see program
requirements).

• Courses may be used to meet both a master's degree and a graduate
certificate objectives provided they are appropriate and acceptable
toward the specific requirements of each program.

• All requirements for a graduate certificate program must be
completed within a seven-year period defined as beginning with
the date of registration for the first course used to meet the
requirements for the certificate and ending with the date the last
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requirement is completed. It is expected that the student will have
filed an application for the award of the certificate within this same
period. Students, who for documented, serious, and compelling
reasons, cannot complete their certificate program within the seven-
year limit, may request one extension. If granted, extensions cannot
exceed one year. Students requesting an extension must be in good
academic standing and have revalidated all expired coursework
exceeding seven years.

Observance of Certificate Requirements
A student planning to earn an undergraduate or graduate certificate must
meet the requirements in the University Bulletin that are in effect either
on the date the student is officially accepted to a certificate program
or on the date the application for the award of the certificate is filed in
the Division of Graduate Studies (for both undergraduate and graduate
certificates).

Advising and Registration
Advising assistance will be provided by the program faculty responsible
for offering the program.

Registration for required courses will be accomplished by means of
the normal registration process of the University or through Extended
Learning registration procedures for Extended Learning certificate
programs.

Applying for Award of the Certificate
When all the requirements for either an undergraduate or graduate
certificate program have been completed, students must take the steps
below for the award of the certificate.

• The student prepares a Certificate Approved Program (CAP) form
(available in the department, Undergraduate Studies, or Graduate
Studies websites (https://grad.sfsu.edu/content/grad-forms/)), and
forwards it, along with transcript(s) showing the completion of all
course requirements, to the department chair of the area offering the
certificate program.

• The chair will determine if all the requirements for the certificate have
been satisfactorily completed and sign the CAP form.

• The student, for both undergraduate and graduate certificates, pays
the application fee ($7.00) for the award of the certificate at the
Bursars' Office and has the CAP form stamped to confirm payment. 

• The student then submits the following to the Division of Graduate
Studies:

• the CAP form signed by the department/program chair and, if
appropriate, the faculty advisor,

• supporting transcript(s), and
• evidence of the fee paid.

The Division of Graduate Studies is responsible for evaluating the
materials received and authorizing the issuance of both undergraduate
or graduate certificates on behalf of the University and the appropriate
department or program area. The Dean of Undergraduate Studies or the
Dean of Graduate Studies, as appropriate, will sign the earned certificate
and return it, along with two signed copies of the CAP form, to the
department/program area. Upon receipt, the department/program chair
signs the official certificate and arranges to issue it, along with a copy of
the CAP form, to the student. A second copy of the signed CAP form is to
be retained by the department/program area for its records.

Undergraduate Certificates
Certificates Department/Program Office
Climate Change Causes,
Impacts, and Solutions (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/science-
engineering/environment/ct-
climate-change/)

School of Environment, College of
Science and Engineering

Computational Linguistics (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/liberal-
creative-arts/english/certificiate-in-
computational-linguistics/)

Department of English Language
and Literature

Conflict Resolution (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/liberal-
creative-arts/conflict-resolution/
#undergraduatetext)

Lam Family College of Business,
College of Ethnic Studies, College
of Health and Social Sciences, and
College of Liberal & Creative Arts

Cooperative Education (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/science-
engineering/cooperative-education/
#undergraduatetext)

College of Science and Engineering

Creative Nonfiction Comics Making
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
liberal-creative-arts/liberal-studies/
certificate-nonfiction-comics-
making/)

The School of Liberal Studies

Cybersecurity Management
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/
colleges/business/information-
systems/certificate-cybersecurity-
management/)

Lam Family College of Business,
Information Systems

Data Science and Machine
Learning for Biotechnology (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/science-
engineering/computer-science/ct-
data-science-machine-learning-for-
biotechnology/)

Department of Computer Science

Ethnic Studies Empowerment
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
ethnic-studies/certificate-ethnic-
studies-empowerment/)

College of Ethnic Studies

Ethnography (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/liberal-
creative-arts/anthropology/
certificate-ethnography/)

College of Liberal and Creative Arts
and Department of Anthropology

Historical Research (Honors)
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
liberal-creative-arts/history/
certificate-historical-research/)

The College of Liberal & Creative
Arts and Department of History

Holistic Health (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/health-
social-sciences/recreation-parks-
tourism/certificate-holistic-health-
studies/)

Department of Public Health and
College of Professional & Global
Education

Hospitality and Tourism
Management (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
extended-learning/hospitality-
management/)

Lam Family College of Business and
College of Professional & Global
Education
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Information Technology Auditing
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
business/information-systems/
certificate-information-technology-
auditing/)

Information Systems and Decision
Sciences

International Business (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
extended-learning/international-
business/)

Lam Family College of Business and
College of Professional & Global
Education

Liberal and Creative Arts (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
extended-learning/ct-liberal-
creative-arts/)

College of Liberal & Creative Arts

Migration and Refugee Studies
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
liberal-creative-arts/international-
relations/cert-migration-refugee-
studies/)

Department of International
Relations

Modern Language Learning and
Teaching (http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/
colleges/liberal-creative-arts/
foreign-language/certificate-
modern-language-learning-
teaching/)

College of Liberal & Creative Arts
Department of Modern Languages
and Literatures

Music/Recording Industry (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/liberal-
creative-arts/broadcast-electronic-
communication-arts/certificate-
music-recording-industry/)

College of Liberal & Creative Arts
Department of Broadcast and
Communication Arts

Paralegal Studies (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
extended-learning/paralegal-
studies/)

College of Professional & Global
Education

Pre-Health Professions (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
extended-learning/pre-health-
professions/)

College of Science and Engineering
and College of Professional &
Global Education

Pre-Law (http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/
colleges/liberal-creative-arts/
political-science/certificate-pre-
law/)

College of Liberal and Creative Arts
Department of Political Science

Pre-Nursing (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
extended-learning/pre-nursing/)

College of Science and Engineering
and College of Professional &
Global Education

Spanish and English Interpretation
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
extended-learning/spanish-english-
interpretation/)

College of Professional & Global
Education

Special Study in Teaching English
to Speakers of Other Languages
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
liberal-creative-arts/english/
certificate-special-study-tesol/)

Department of English Language
And Literature

Technical and Professional Writing
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
liberal-creative-arts/english/
certificate-technical-professional-
writing/)

Center for Humanistic Studies/
College of Liberal & Creative Arts

Weather Study (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
science-engineering/environment/
certificate-weather-study/)

School of Environment

Youth and Human Services Non-
profit Agency Administration
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
health-social-sciences/recreation-
parks-tourism/certificate-youth-
human-services-nonprofit-
administration/)

Recreation, Parks, and Tourism

Graduate Certificates
Certificates Department/Program Office
Accounting (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
business/accounting/certificate-
accounting/)

Lam Family College of Business

Augmentative and Alternative
Communication (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
education/speech-language-
hearing-sciences/certificate-
augmentative-alternative-
communication/)

Speech, Language and Hearing
Sciences

Autism Spectrum (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
education/special-education/
certificate-autism-spectrum/)

Special Education

Business Certificate in
Ethics & Compliance (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
business/management/certificate-
business-ethics-compliance/)

Lam Family College of Business

Business Principles (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
business/business-graduate-
programs/certificate-bridge-to-
mba/)

Lam Family College of Business and
College of Professional & Global
Education

Clinical Laboratory Science
Internship (http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/
colleges/health-social-sciences/
physical-therapy-clinical-laboratory-
science/graduate-certificate-
clinical-laboratory-science/)

Physical Therapy

Computational Linguistics (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
liberal-creative-arts/english/
graduate-certificate-computational-
linguistics/)

Department of English Language
And Literature

Data Science for Biology and
Chemistry (http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/
colleges/science-engineering/gct-
data-science-biology-chemistry/)

College of Science and Engineering

Dietetics (http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/
colleges/health-social-sciences/
consumer-family-studies-dietetics/
certificate-dietetics/)

Department of Family, Interiors,
Nutrition & Apparel and College of
Professional & Global Education
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Enterprise Cybersecurity (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
business/information-systems/gct-
enterprise-cybersecurity/#text)

Lam Family College of Business
Department of Information Systems

Enterprise Information Systems
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
business/information-systems/
certificate-enterprise-information-
systems/)

Lam Family College of Business

Ethical Artificial Intelligence
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
science-engineering/computer-
science/certificate-ethical-artificial-
intelligence/)

Business, Computer Science, and
Philosophy

Ethnic Studies (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/ethnic-
studies/ethnic-studies/certificate-
ethnic-studies/)

College of Ethnic Studies

Exercise Physiology (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/health-
social-sciences/kinesiology/ct-
exercise-physiology/)

Department of Kinesiology

Family Nurse Practitioner (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/health-
social-sciences/nursing/family-
nurse-practitioner-certificate/)

Nursing and College of Professional
& Global Education

Finance (http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/
colleges/business/finance/
graduate-certificate-finance/)

Finance

History Education (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/liberal-
creative-arts/history/graduate-
certificate-history-education/)

Department of History

Immigrant Literacies (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/liberal-
creative-arts/english/certificate-
immigrant-literacies/)

English

Inclusive Early Childhood Practices
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
education/special-education/
certificate-inclusive-early-childhood-
practices/)

Special Education

International Business and
Global Leadership (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
business/international-business/
graduate-certificate-IBaGL/)

International Business

Marketing in the Digital Economy
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
business/marketing/graduate-
certificate-marketing-digital-
economy/)

Department of Marketing

Movement Science (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/health-
social-sciences/kinesiology/ct-
movement-science/)

Department of Kinesiology

Physical Activity: Social
Scientific Perspectives (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/health-
social-sciences/kinesiology/ct-
physical-activity-social-scientific-
perspectives/)

Department of Kinesiology

Software Engineering (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/science-
engineering/computer-science/
certificate-software-engineering/)

Department of Computer Science

Sustainable Business (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
business/management/certificate-
sustainable-business/)

Department of Management

Teaching of Composition (http://
bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/liberal-
creative-arts/english/certificate-
teaching-of-composition/)

English

Teaching Post-secondary Reading
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
liberal-creative-arts/english/
certificate-teaching-post-secondary-
reading/)

English

Training Systems Development
(http://bulletin.sfsu.edu/colleges/
education/elsit/certificate-training-
systems-development/)

Instructional Technologies
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