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FEE WAIVERS AND
EXEMPTIONS
Fee Waivers
The California Education Code provides for the waiver of mandatory
systemwide tuition fees as summarized below:

• Section 66025.3 
Military
Dependent eligible to receive assistance under Article 2 of Chapter 4
of Division 4 of the Military and Veterans Code; child of any veteran of
the United States military who has a service- connected disability, has
been killed in service, or has died of a service-connected disability,
and meets specified income provisions; dependent, or surviving
spouse who has not remarried of any member of the California
National Guard who, in the line of duty, and while in the active service
of the state, was killed, died of a disability resulting from an event that
occurred while in the active service of the state, or is permanently
disabled as a result of an event that occurred while in the active
service of the state; and any undergraduate student who is a recipient
of a Medal of Honor, or undergraduate student who is a child of a
recipient of a Medal of Honor who is no more than 27 years old, who
meets the income restriction and California residency requirement.

Foster Youth
Current or former foster youth who are 25 years of age or younger;
have been in foster care for at least 12 consecutive months after
reaching 10 years of age; meet one of the following: is under a current
foster care placement order by the juvenile court, was under a foster
care placement order by the juvenile court upon reaching 18 years
of age, or was adopted, or entered guardianship, from foster care;
completes and submits the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA); maintains a minimum grade point average and meets the
conditions necessary to be in good standing at the campus; and
meets the financial need requirements established for Cal Grant
A awards. The waiver of mandatory systemwide tuition and fees
under this section applies only to a person who is determined to be
a resident of California pursuant to Chapter 1 (commencing with
Section 68000) of Part 41 of the California Education Code.

• Section 66602 — A qualifying student from the California State
University who is appointed by the Governor to serve as Trustee of
the CSU for the duration of his or her term of office.

• Section 68120 — Surviving spouse or child of a deceased resident
who was employed by a public agency, or was a contractor or an
employee of a contractor, performing services for a public agency,
and was killed or died as a result of an industrial injury or illness
arising out of and in the course of the performance of his/her
principal duties of active law enforcement or active fire suppression
and prevention duties (referred to as Alan Pattee Scholarships). 
Additionally, a person who qualifies for the waiver under this section
as a surviving child of a contractor or of an employee of a contractor,
who performed services for a public agency, must have enrolled
as an undergraduate student at the California State University and
meet the applicable income restriction requirement with supporting
documentation (i.e. his/her income, including the value of parent
support, does not exceed the maximum household income and asset
level for an applicant for a Cal Grant B award).

• Section 68121 — A qualifying student enrolled in an undergraduate
program who is the surviving dependent of any individual killed in
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center
in New York City, the Pentagon building in Washington, D.C., or the
crash of United Airlines Flight 93 in southwestern Pennsylvania,
if the student meets the financial need requirements set forth in
Government Code Section 69432.7 for the Cal Grant A Program and
either the surviving dependent or the individual killed in the attacks
was a resident of California on September 11, 2001.

• Section 69000 — A person who has been exonerated, as that term
is defined in Section 3007.05(e) of the Penal Code; completes and
submits the FAFSA; and meets the financial need requirements
established for Cal Grant A awards. The waiver of mandatory
systemwide tuition and fees under this section applies only to a
person who is determined to be a resident of California pursuant
to Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 68000) of Part 41 of the
California Education Code.

Students who may qualify for the above benefits should contact the
Admissions/Registrar's Office for further information and/or an eligibility
determination.

The California Education Code provides for the following
nonresident tuition exemptions:

• Section 68075 — A student who is a member of the Armed Forces
of the United States stationed in this state, except a member of
the Armed Forces assigned for educational purposes to a state-
supported institution of higher education, is entitled to resident
classification only for the purpose of determining the amount of
tuition and fees.
If that member of the Armed Forces of the United States who is
in attendance at an institution is thereafter transferred on military
orders to a place outside this state where the member continues
to serve in the Armed Forces of the United States, he or she shall
not lose his or her resident classification so long as he or she remains
continuously enrolled at that institution.

• Section 68075.7 — A nonresident student is exempt from paying
nonresident tuition or any other fee that is exclusively applicable to
nonresident students if the student (1) resides in California, (2) meets
the definition of "covered individual" as defined in either: (A) Section
3679(c)(2)(A) or (B)(ii)(l) of Title 38 of the United States Code, as that
provision read on January 1, 2017 or (B) Section 3679(c)(2)(B)(i) or
(ii)(II) of Title 38 of the United States Code, as that provision read on
January 1, 2017, and (3) is eligible for education benefits under either
the federal Montgomery GI Bill-Active Duty program (30 U.S.C. § 3001
et seq.) or the Post-9/11 GI Bill program (38 U.S.C. § 3301 et seq.) as
each read on January 1, 2017.

• Section 68122 — A student who is a victim of trafficking, domestic
violence, and other serious crimes who has been granted T or U visa
status (respectively under Section 1101(a)(15)(T)(i) or (ii), or Section
1101(a)(15)(U)(i) or (ii), of Title 8 of the United States Code) shall
be exempt from paying nonresident tuition to the same extent as
individuals who are admitted to the United States as refugees under
Section 1157 of Title 8 of the United States Code.

• Section 68130.5 — A student, other than a nonimmigrant alien (8
U.S.C. § 1101(a)(15)), who is not a resident of California is exempt
from paying nonresident tuition if the student meets the requirements
of (1) through (4), below:
1. Satisfaction of the requirements of either subparagraph (A) or

subparagraph (B):
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a. A total attendance of, or attainment of credits earned while
in California equivalent to, three or more years of full-time
attendance or attainment of credits at any of the following:

i. California high schools.
ii. California high schools established by the State Board of

Education.
iii. California adult schools established by a county office of

education, a unified school district or high school district,
or the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation
(subject to the class hours’ requirement).

iv. Campuses of the California Community Colleges (subject
to the credit requirements).

v. A combination of those schools set forth in clauses (i) to
(iv), inclusive.

b. Three or more years of full-time high school coursework,
and a total of three or more years of attendance in California
elementary schools, California secondary schools, or a
combination of California elementary and secondary schools.

2. Satisfaction of any of the following:
a. Graduation from a California high school or attainment of the

equivalent thereof.
b. Attainment of an associate degree from a campus of the

California Community Colleges.Graduation from a California
high school or attainment of the equivalent thereof.

c. Fulfillment of the minimum transfer requirements established
for the California State University for students transferring
from a campus of the California Community Colleges.

3. Registration as an entering student at, or current enrollment at, an
accredited institution of higher education in California not earlier
than the fall semester or quarter of the 2001–02 academic year.

4. In the case of a person without lawful immigration status, the
filing of an affidavit with the institution of higher education
stating that the student has filed an application to legalize his or
her immigration status, or will file an application as soon as he or
she is eligible to do so.

Students who may qualify for these benefits should contact the
Admissions/Registrar’s Office for further information and/or an eligibility
determination.

Over Sixty Fee Waiver Program
San Francisco State University has suspended the California State
University Over Sixty Fee Waiver Program beginning March 10, 2011 due
to resource limitations. This program was created to enable California
residents who are 60 years of age or older to earn a baccalaureate or
master's degree at the University with reduced fees.
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